The Rhetorical Triangle
Audience
Context

Purpose (exigence)

Audience:

· Varies in size

· Varies in nearness/accessibility
· You must accommodate the audience by adjusting the amount and complexity of the information.

· Ask yourself


--What does the audience already know?


--What does the audience need to know?

Context:  location
· Where is the audience both in terms of physical location and frame of mind?
· What amount of information can you expect the audience to process in this location/setting/frame of mind?

· How can you tailor the information to fit this context?

Purpose (exigence):  So what?
· Why are you telling me this? Why am I reading this?

who, what, when, where, why

· Why is the information important?
· Why do we need to know this information?
· What do you want me to do?

