
“In recent months, we’ve fact-checked fake news from abcnews.com.co (not the actual URL for ABC 

News), WTOE 5 News (whose “about” page says it’s “a fantasy news website”), and the Boston 

Tribune (whose “contact us” page lists only a gmail address). Earlier this year, we debunked the claim 

that the Obamas were buying a vacation home in Dubai, a made-up missive that came from 

WhatDoesItMean.com, which describes itself as “One Of The Top Ranked Websites In The World for 

New World Order, Conspiracy Theories and Alternative News” and further says on its site that most of 

what it publishes is fiction.” 

 

Real Journalism:  

 a team of highly trained writers and editors who took courses and continue to attend 

professional development workshops on the ethics and legal ramifications of media 

 a fact check department  

 primary sources, first hand knowledge, via a phone or in-person interview (email is not okay) 

 at least two more people (primary sources) to corroborate what the first primary source said 

 all information must come from a primary source rather than secondary or tertiary 

 the quotes and information must be true and real, not made up. 

 the writers and editors have degrees (bachelor's, master's, PhD's in journalism); they studied the 

history of and ramifications of media and its various responsibilities to the public; published 

papers on the these topics; wrote books on these topics 

What can you do?  

 Look at date of the piece – some info is not false but distorted 

 Look at the publisher/site running the piece – google it in a separate window 

 Look at the sources in the piece – are they primary? Are they people who have first-hand 

knowledge? – google their names 

 Notice the tone – does it seem even handed? Notice Adjectives/Adverbs 

 Notice the author  -- Google his or her name 

 Notice the tagline at the top – does it say “humor” or “opinion?” 

 Click on “about us” to find description of the site 

 Does the story include counter information – responses from the other side? 

 Read beyond the headline – read the actual story 

 Check your biases – deep breath; are you looking for something to support your views? 

 Print is more reliable than blogs and TV – “the problem with selling clicks and air time” 

 CHECK BEFORE YOU CLICK. CHECK BEFORE YOU SHARE 

 

Fake news soared at the tail end of the Trump-Clinton campaign (graphic illustration):  

http://www.vox.com/new-money/2016/11/16/13659840/facebook-fake-news-chart 

http://www.vox.com/new-money/2016/11/16/13659840/facebook-fake-news-chart


 

A list of fake news sites, satire sites, and click bait sites: 

http://www.fakenewswatch.com/ 

 

 

Recent FALSE information 

Election Data Results: 

A trending story that claims Hillary Clinton won a total of 57 counties in the presidential election is 

untrue. 

The Associated Press finds that Clinton won 487 counties nationwide, compared with 2,626 for 

President-elect Donald Trump. 

The story appeared on several viral content sites that cater to some of Trump's supporters. 

[The pro-Trump sites] also falsely claimed that Clinton outpaced Trump by more than 2 million votes in 

the five counties that comprise New York City, which a story said accounted for the entirety of her lead 

in the national popular vote. An AP count finds that Clinton beat Trump by roughly 1.5 million votes in 

New York City. Nationwide, Clinton holds a popular vote lead of more than 2 million. 

 

Pizzagate: (I did not name this…) 

The man, Edgar M. Welch, 28, of Salisbury, N.C., told the police that he had come to the restaurant, 

Comet Ping Pong, in northwest Washington, to “self-investigate” what is being called Pizzagate, an 

online conspiracy theory asserting, with no evidence, that the restaurant is somehow tied to a child 

abuse ring. He entered the restaurant shortly before 3 p.m. with a rifle and fired it at least once inside, 

the police said. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.fakenewswatch.com/


Sources for further reading: 

False election data from Associated Press: 

https://apnews.com/fb5a5f7da21d460bbffb6985cb01cb2c/Trending-story-that-Clinton-won-just-57-

counties-is-untrue 

Pizzagate: 

http://www.nytimes.com/2016/12/05/us/pizzagate-comet-ping-pong-edgar-maddison-

welch.html?smid=fb-share&_r=0 

How fake news goes viral – a case study: 

http://www.nytimes.com/2016/11/20/business/media/how-fake-news-spreads.html 

Joel Achenbach (analysis piece): 

http://wpo.st/9gvJ2 

Russian propaganda: 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/economy/russian-propaganda-effort-helped-spread-fake-

news-during-election-experts-say/2016/11/24/793903b6-8a40-4ca9-b712-

716af66098fe_story.html?utm_term=.ba6010e40b84 

Two guys sitting around their apartment making up stories that seriously affected the election: 

http://www.latimes.com/business/technology/la-fi-tn-fake-news-20161122-story.html 

How to report fake news: 

https://www.buzzfeed.com/craigsilverman/heres-how-to-report-fake-news-on-

facebook?utm_term=.onKgBVPbL#.efKJAlQ0e 

Two college students come up with a solution: 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/inspired-life/wp/2016/11/18/fake-news-on-facebook-is-a-real-

problem-these-college-students-came-up-with-a-

fix/?postshare=4501479487134299&tid=ss_fb&utm_term=.c71a0c2fb363 

Pizzagate: 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/pizzagate-from-rumor-to-hashtag-to-gunfire-in-

dc/2016/12/06/4c7def50-bbd4-11e6-94ac-3d324840106c_story.html?hpid=hp_hp-more-top-

stories_no-name%3Ahomepage%2Fstory&utm_term=.9a9b1993825c 
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