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In the CP, you established the existence of a problem.  In the evaluation, you persuaded the audience that the problem is, in fact, a problem. Next, in a causal paper you will analyze how the problem or issue or trend came about.  What caused it?  Why, for example, did America’s small farms disappear?  Why were cults so popular in the 70s?  Why are there no good book stores, music stores, bakeries, or good restaurants in Prince George’s County?   





First, identify what precisely you are investigating.  You could examine the cause of an event that took place at a specific time (an airplane crash, a revolution, a war), or you could look at a trend, something that has developed over a period of time (declining SAT scores).  Decide if your causes are “immediate” or “remote,” “precipitating” or “contributing,” “constraints” or “necessary/sufficient.” You don’t have to label them specifically in the paper, but understanding what type of causes you are working with will help you write the paper and stay focused.





You will probably find many causes.  In your paper, focus only on one or two main causes.  As you identify causes, you might find that your audience (reader) is likely to consider some causes more plausible than others, which will influence which causes you include in your argument.  Your immediate aim in the causal argument might be to explain the workings of causes in a way your reader never thought of before.





Finally, do NOT propose solutions to the problem.  Rather, save the solutions for your later proposal argument paper.  





Remember, you must cite your sources (eight for this paper) and include a works cited page, according to MLA, APA or other recognized style.  Also, please identify your audience at the end of the paper.


