ARGUMENT FOR A CATEGORICAL PROPOSITION


Gerhardt, ENG 391





Write an argument supporting the probability of a categorical proposition (CP).  A CP is deceptively simple.  It looks like a simple definition, but you must offer “proof” because you are actually making an argument, claiming that a certain trend exists  In academic terms, a CP is an assertion that places its subject in the category of its predicate thereby defining, characterizing or claiming the existence of a subject.  In lay terms, in newspapers, magazines and on television, a CP can generally be called a “trend” and it usually takes the following form:


	


	The United States is no longer amicable to immigrants.


	The College Park government is manipulated by the Mafia.


	Foreign audiences view an unrepresentative sample of American TV.


	The state of higher education in the United States is faltering


	


Focus on an issue you are interested in, perhaps from your field of study.  The topic you choose should remain the same for all the papers in this class. To support your CP, you will need to structure your paper around the definition of your predicate term.  For example, if you are arguing that “In the last few years America has swung to the right,” you must define the “right.”  You cannot simply rely on a dictionary.  You should select from and /or shape the generally accepted meaning of the word in a way specifically useful to your argument.  Your evidence, including statistics, quotes, personal experience and anecdotes, published authority, and hearsay, should be specific and forceful.





Remember:  do not go into the causes, nor whether the problem is bad, nor solutions.  We will address these arguments in later papers.  At the bottom of the argument, write a one paragraph description of your audience.  Document your sources according to MLA, APA or other recognizable style (see packet for MLA examples; we will discuss alternatives in class).  Must have four sources, at least, for this paper.  A good practice:  two sources per page.


