Engl 398R, Gerhardt

Humor:  Sedaris and Eggers

Eggers
Discuss his use of dialogue. What does the dialogue accomplish? How would you describe the dialogue itself? 

Discuss the tone of the piece overall and the narrator’s tone. 

POV (point of view). The point of view is 1st person, for obvious reasons. But what else can you tell us about the POV?  Is this a reliable narrator?  A young narrator?  What did the author choose to include in the narrative helps us imagine his age/reliability?

Discuss tense:  Why present tense?

Discuss Egger’s use of various tools to portray his characters. Note the minimalist approach.

Discuss the phrase:  “People know.”  It’s repeated several times.

Sedaris

What are Sedaris’ intentions?

What is universal about the story, and how does Sedaris make it universal?

Do we like Sedaris?  Why? How?

Do we like Bonnie?  Why? How?

Discuss the element of surprise at the end.

Discuss how the piece comes full circle.

Discuss the recurring imagery in the piece (the angels). 

Instructor:  show elements of narrative on screen (from day one)
