“Research” in creative nonfiction essays.

 To establish stronger ethos/credibility with your audience you must add research/information to let the reader understand that you are an expert on the topic and to add relevance. One of the greatest flaws in blogging today is lack of research/support. We want to create credible, well researched, thought-out essays that both entertain and inform. The following essay, which you edited in the computer lab, was written by a student. I have inserted comments in ALL CAPS where the student might have taken his work a step further by adding research. In the text you should add phrases such as, “According to” or “Bob Smith wrote in 1982 that” when you feel it will add credibility. If adding “according to” feels too clunky, simply insert the information. Either way, at the end of the essay, you simply type up your sources.
_______________________________________________________

So, that night, I was playing my Nintendo DS © portable videogame system that my lovely girlfriend, Maja, had gotten me last Christmas.  (THE FOLLOWING INFO IS A FORM OF RESEARCH). The device looks a little like one of those Palm Pilot’s © (INDLUDE DATES WHEN PALM PILOTS WERE POPULAR AS A FORM OF RESEARCH/ETHOS – “A DEVICE SO POPULAR CIRCA 2000 AMONG INTERNATIONAL LAWYERS AND OTHER BUSY PEOPLE, ACCORDING TO BOB SMITH IN THE WASHINGTON POST.) that I always see yuppies toting, but it is much cooler because it is the spiritual successor to the Nintendo Gameboy ©. I was guiding my avatar using the stylus in a game called Feel the Magic: XX/XY by Sega ©.  In the game, (RESEARCH:  CREATED BY A GROUP OF GEEKS IN SAN FRANCISCO IN 2007 WHO WERE BORED WITH GAMEBOY) you try to win over the local beauty by performing a variety of mini-game tasks such as buying her flowers, or running with the bulls to impress her.  It is quite a fun game and I was reflecting on how cool a gift it was to get from her.  I knew that Christmas was coming up again in about to months, and I had an idea for what to get her.  I loved making mix tapes, but at her dorm in Atlanta, she simply doesn’t have an old stereo with a tape deck.  She listens to everything on MP3 © now. (COULD INCLUDE STATS OR BACKGROUND INFO ON MP3 PLAYERS HERE)  I had heard about this guy who gave his girlfriend an Apple iPod Shuffle © preloaded with a compilation of 100 love songs for her birthday.  That was it, the perfect gift for Maja.

 I was checking the emails on my new Yahoo © account, and one of them was an alert that I had gotten a new message on Myspace © -- a web community that links friends for networking, (and for dating, if you’re a loser, ACCORDING TO JANE COOK, MEDIA CRITIC AT THE WASHINGTON POST, WHO CALLED IT “GEEK DATING” in 2008).  I had received a new message from Maja that explained her bum day at school.  Normally I would take her out to the local independent coffee shop for a cup of fair trade mocha, but now that she has transferred to school in Georgia, she lives so far away, that I decided I’d instant message her to cheer her up.  I noticed that next to her buddy icon on Myspace © that it said “user online now,” so instead of wasting money on a long distance telephone call, I logged in to AOL Instant Messenger © and started imming her about Andrea’s funny story.  I thought there would be nothing wrong in a few laughs at my friend’s expense, so long as it would cheer up Maja, and I wondered what she thought of Andrea and Margaret’s conversation.  I knew that Maja had been a little jealous because I had hooked up with Andy that one time freshman year when we lived in the dorms, even though it was like a week and a half before Maja and I officially started going out.  
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