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Rhetorical Triangle:

Audience

Context

Purpose (exigence)

Audience:

· Varies in size

· Varies in nearness/accessibility

· You must accommodate the audience by adjusting the amount and complexity of the information.

· Ask yourself


--What does the audience already know?


--What does the audience need to know?

Context:  location
   In what physical location AND state of mind will the audience read the document?
· What physical location will work best?
· How amount of information can you expect the audience to process in this location/setting/state of mind?
· How can you tailor the information to fit this location/state of mind?

Purpose (exigence):  So what?

· Why are you telling me this? (Sign on forehead)
· What problems can we solve at this point in time?

· Why is the information important?

· Why do we need to know this information?
· What do you want me to do?

Three-Way Editing

 content

 style

 grammar

Three Appeals

 logos

 pathos

 ethos

Classical Argument Structure

1. Opening Scene

2. Thesis

3.  Reason # 1

4.  Reason #2


and so on....

5.  Summarize the opposition

6.  Refute the opposition

7.  Conclusion

8.  Return to opening scene

Hostile Audience/Heated Topic/Delayed Thesis/Writer's view is tentative

1.  Opening Scene

2.  Summarize opposition

3.  Refute the opposition

4.  Reason #1

5.  Reason #2


and so on....

6.  Conclusion

7.  Return to opening scene
